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WE WANT TO BUY CLOTHES THAT SAVE THE WORLD, BUT BRANDS

AREN'T COMING UP WITH THE GOODS. JESSICA BRINTON REPORTS ON
THE PROSPECTS OF AN ECOFABULQUS FASHION FUTURE

axg week smw the launch of a shiny new m
rebranded Oxfame In London, three -
stores have been refurbished and 1 Asymimeatric: dress, 49, from S 090
resticked, with plans o roll our the big 8858 BI5A. 2 Long panel diess, $240,
sden across the countme, Students from by From Somewtsena: (20 B743 7051,
the London College of Fashion will 3 Copslesve dress, $205, by Widiks
cistoiriise Oxfam's stock of secomd-hamd Warlss, frem Eque eguaciathing.oarm,
chothes o transform them into fumere picces 4 Sunnimed dress, £160, and § Jerey
of Fashion histor, And the big ides s thar smock S13A. both by PoskViogel, from
there is o black Higro Boss jacker cut up and Yeates Buchanany 020 F220 SEd,
restirched with Fancye new epauleties. A pair of jeans & Knifted dress. £185. fom Keop &
artfully npped in strips down each leg (very Chnstopher Kanel, Shore: kecpondshare.couk, 7 Koflan,

Some Barrans shoes covered in a parchwork of vintage rilbon. £200, by From Somewhene. os bekare

And o picee of fabulous ghmen gold brocade made inoe an
empire-line shift dress — wirth a suffed pger scam oo the
shoubder. Well, they are sudenrs,

The premise, of course, is that, radiconally, when vou by
soomething fronm Oscfam, the frst thing vou do i artadk ic wirh vour
sewing machine, MNow Fashion studenes have done thae for vou
Donate vour unwanied dothes to Oxfm and, ey preseo, they will
hocome one-olf masterpieces by the designers of the future, The
studenes wven ger o sew their onn labels meo the dothes, so, vou
never knew, one day vou might own a bargain picoe by o feure
McQueen or Gallinws,

Clever, hih? Mo surprises, then, that it's the branchild of Jane
Shepherdson, the former Topshop branding dircetor, whose uncanay
mstinct for what girls want is credined for the dse of the monster
foshion monolith, S0, why hasn't there been more Gnfare?
Urrhinanily, the nelsunch of a famous chain of shops, parmcelarly
e sprarheaded by Shepherdson, arracts a spot of indusory buoe.
Bur no — it has boen very gquier. Fashion people an: more intercsned
in whar Shephendson wil cho with the womenswear chain Whistles
{where she is now chicf executive) than whar she's up oo Osfam.

Is it Oxfam's Fanle? Or o5 ir ethical fashion? Ir s undopbsedhy hip
o e proen — we buy free-mnge chicken, pour Ecover inim our
washingap bowls and grow our own vep — bun i i iime oo admic
that ethical fashion isn'e acrually fashionable?

Ir's comsacrloge sy i, bur ic's roe. Telling someone My bouse
is Mincap. myv leggings are from Congcious Giving and my candie
was knitred by little old ladics in Pern”™ doesn't have the same ring to
it oy “Check our these three guid carrings from H&M™ or “T do love
mw new Lubelin handbag™.

The blame for us nor boving it must, therefore, be lovelbed ot the
lack of erhical fashion vou really want m wear. And T don’t mesn 2 hae
Troswgehit o a0 mvan ar a feseival afrer o rousing ser by Femi B, or a
Lowe Our Earth Thirr from a charin stall 20 2 soeer marker. | mean
sharp, modemn, impressvourboss ethical clothes, none of which has
=0 far been mailable on the rails of Oxfum — or almost anvwhere else,

“Giuilt doesn't drive change, desire does,” Shepherdson savs. “IF vou
want someon to by a Farrade dress, then make sure it looks
absoluteh gorgeows, You can't cepect people to do it altnsisnically,
hecaise they won't, It nesds o b stvlish Girsz, and the ethical parn
needs o be added value, as in, "Oh, it's ethical, o = perfece.”™ »



